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A b s t r a c t

Ecologic problems caused by industrialization, urbanization, technological improve-ments and rapid popu-
lation growth have become a primary matter throughout the world since 1980s. Intertemporal issues have
an important role in environmental problems because the time scale of many environmental processes is rad-
ically longer than conventional economic time scales. For example, global warming may well have its main
impacts on human societies in a short period while the costs of loss of species diversity are likely to be felt
most strongly by generations quite remote fromus. The Ecological Footprint has emerged as theworld’s pre-
mier measure of humanity’s de-mand on nature. This accounting system tracks, on the demand side, how
much land and water area a human population uses to provide all it takes from nature. This includes the
areas for producing the resource it consumes, the space for accommodat-ing its buildings and roads, and the
ecosystems for absorbing its waste emissions. The ecological footprint gives an estimation of the biologically
productive land which is necessary to sustain current natural values. The ecological footprint calculations
high-light different aspects of ecologic destruction in order to raise consciousness. In this study, the develop-
ments in the ecological footprint in accordance with environmental problems and sustainability have been
covered.
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